s the 2014 SSSA president, this is my first column for CSA News magazine. What a steep learning curve it has been, starting with the publication of the white paper "Forward-Looking Action and Outreach to Promote Soil Science" with my colleagues, as published in the October 2011 issue of this magazine. Since then, I was elected and was soon introduced to the SSSA board, the ACSESS board (provides management and administrative support services for ASA, CSSA, and SSSA), and the staff at headquarters in Madison, WI, learning more about their operations and dedication. Finally, I served as the program chair of the 2013 SSSA Annual Meeting in Tampa, together with the program chairs of CSSA and ASA. It has been a fantastic experience so far.
Though I have been member of SSSA since the early 1980s, my involvement with the Society has been, for the most part, limited to attending the Annual Meeting and publishing in SSSA journals. As Editor of Vadose Zone Journal, I became much more aware of the broader applications of soil science, but also realized that the science of SOILS needed reinvigoration to maintain its disciplinary strength as well as being recognized as a key interdisciplinary science. To achieve this, much discussion was also held within SSSA, by the creation of a SSSA Task Force in 2010, chaired by Tom Fox, asking for recommendations for a better and more attractive professional Society. The group's report was extensive and insightful with many of their recommendations being quickly adopted and implemented. These include restructuring SSSA into broad groupings that foster interdisciplinary activities. For example, by reorganizing relevant divisions in a Soil and Ecosystem Processes Group, SSSA is demonstrating its relevance to scientific areas other than in agriculture. In addition, the Society has developed a process few years, making the c Society also requires im ger external relations. T the public, scientific org other professional socie ties in addition to the co sion and K-12 education already happening, mu of former SSSA presidents Gary Pierzyns Lindbo. To continue the path of externali even more, that responsibility now rests p part of my vision statement when nomin I strongly support "key elements of SSSA accomplish two primary goals: (1) buildi base of the soil science discipline to secur widely recognized discipline and (2) expa activities to ensure that soil science is rec the underpinnings of the broader field of ences." I gladly accept these responsibilit Whereas SSSA has always been an und agricultural sciences, it is becoming incre that soils, its fundamentals, and applicati widely sought after, as soil science is incr nized as relevant in a wide range of appl cially in the environmental sciences. 
